










































The Honorable David J. Hayes 
Deputy Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Deputy Secretary Hayes: 
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ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE 
AND TR�lPEf2'�

WASHINGT�N DC 20510-61 

October 4, 2012 
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On Thursday, October 11,201 at 10:00 a.m. AKDT. in Room 106 of Gorsuch Commons at the 
University of Alaska in Anchorage, Alaska, the Committee on Commerce. Science, and Transportation 
will hold a hearing, "Preparing for Offshore Drilling in the Arctic: Lessons Learned from the First 
Season." As Chairman of the Committee, I invite you to testify. Senator Begich will preside. 

The Committee asks that you testify on the Department of the Interior's efforts to date to facilitate 
safe and environmentally responsible offshore oil and gas development in the Arctic, and lessons learned 
from this first season of exploratory activity offshore. I also request that your testimony address 

developments relating to the Administration's Interagency Working Group on Coordination of Domestic 
Energy Development and Permitting in Alaska. 

Please submit your written testimony to the Committee two business days prior to the 
hearing. While your full statement will be made part of the hearing record. I ask that you limit your oral 
remarks to five minutes, highlighting or summarizing the most important points. Attached to this letter are 
more detailed instructions for Committee witnesses. 

If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Barrett of the Democratic staff at 
(202) 224-4912 or Kelly Pennington of the Republican staff at (202) 224-3826. We appreciate your
efforts to provide this information to the Committee and the Senate.

Sincerely. 

John D. Rockefelle 
Chairman 
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RULES FOR HEARING WITNESSES 
ORAL REMARKS Each witness will have FIVE (5) MINUTES to present oral remarks. 

ALL MATERIALS MUST BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY TWO BUSINESS DAYS IN 
ADVANCE 

• In both Microsoft Word (as a .docx) and PDF. 
• This includes the prepared statement and any supplemental materials. 
• AN material, including video presentations, PowerPoint presentations. and slideshows must be 

submitted at this time as well. 
• Electronic materials should be sent to all of the following: 

Sean_ Houton@commerce.senate.gov: 
Co ll enne _ Wi der@commerce. senate. gov; 
Andrew_ Clough@commerce.senate.gov: and 
docs@commerce. senate. gov. 

HARD COPIES ARE ALSO REQUIRED, 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE Forty (40) stapled copies 
must be delivered at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing to the attention of Clare Boersma. 510 L St., 
Ste. 750. Anchorage, AK 99501. 

REVIEW OF TRANSCRIPT FOR THE RECORD Approximately two weeks following the hearing. 
a staff assistant will send a copy of your sections of the hearing transcript as recorded by a court reporter. 
You will be given a period of time-the staff assistant will give you a date-to review the document and 
provide corrections. 

You may also be provided with a list of questions for the record to which you are required to respond. 
Specific instructions will be included with a copy of your transcript at that time. 

These Rules ensure that your testimony is published in the official hearing record and on the Committee's 
website (http:· cummerce.senatc.~O\) and reduce costs associated with printing. Thank you for your 
testimony. Exceptions to these rules may be made by the Chairman or the Presiding Committee Member. 
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The Honorable Nancy H. Sutley 
Chair 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Dear Chair Sutley: 

'RECEIVED 

2013 HAR I I PM �: 03 

We write in support of providing The Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) protections to curb the unsustainable 

trade on manta rays and five shark species, as identified in the Administration's recent 

announcement. 

Due to threats such as shark fin harvesting, habitat degradation, overfishing, and bycatch 

mortality, many shark populations have declined by over 90% over the past 50-100 years, 

according to studies. Over 70 million sharks are caught each year. The five shark species 

recommended for CITES protections - porbeagle, scalloped hammerhead, great hammerhead, 

smooth hammerhead, and oceanic whitetip - are declining particularly dramatically. Oceanic 

whitetip sharks, for example, have declined by over 99% in just four generations in some areas. 

With their slow maturation and low reproductive rates, sharks are prone to sudden population 

collapse. These sharks live on the high seas and are highly migratory, and therefore require 

international protection. Similarly, populations of manta rays are threatened by overharvesting 

for their gill rakers, marine debris entanglements, boat strikes, and bycatch mortality. 

Along with Colombia and Brazil. the United States is co-sponsoring a proposal to list the 

oceanic whitetip shark in Appendix II, and wilJ support proposals by other countries to list manta 

rays and the other four shark species in Appendix II. If approved by a two-thirds vote of CITES 

Parties at the upcoming meeting, the listings will increase protection of, while still allowing legal 

and sustainable trade in, these species. 

As apex predators, sharks play a critical role in maintaining healthy marine ecosystems 

across the food chain. Fishermen and communities in the United States have already been 

affected by the decline in shark populations, which. due to food chain disruptions, caused the 
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Secretary 
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1849 C Street, N.W. 
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Dear Secretary Jewell: 
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April 12, 2013 

On behalf of the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining of the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the 
Subcommittee's hearing on Thursday, April 25, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on several bills, the following which 
pertain to the Department of the Interior: 

S.27, to clarify authority granted under the Act entitled "An Act to define the
exterior boundary of the Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation in the State of Utah, and for 
other purposes"; 

S. 159, to designate the Wovoka Wilderness and provide for certain land
conveyances in Lyon County, Nevada, and for other purposes; 

S. 241, to establish the Rio Grande del Norte National Conservation Area in the
State of New Mexico, and for oihtr purposes; 

S. 255, to withdraw certain Federal land and interests in that land from location,
entry, and patent under the mining laws and disposition under the mineral and geothermal 
leasing laws; 

S. 256, to amend Public Law 93-435 with respect to the Northern Mariana Islands,
providing parity with Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American Samoa; 

S. 258, to amend the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 to improve
the management of grazing leases and permits, and for other purposes; 

S. 327, to authnrize the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to 
enter into cooperative agreements with State foresters authorizing State foresters to provide 
certain forest, rangeland, and watershed restoration and protecting services; 



S. 340, to provide for the settlement of certain claims under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act, and for other purposes; 

S. 342, to designate the Pine Forest Range Wilderness area in Humboldt County, 
Nevada; 

S. 353, to designate certain land in the State of Oregon as wilderness, to make 
additional wild and scenic river designations in the State of Oregon, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 360, to amend the Public Lands Corps Act of 1993 to expand the authorization 
of the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce, and the Interior to provide service 
opportunities for young Americans; help restore the nation's natural, cultural, historic, 
archaeological, recreational and scenic resources; train a new generation of public land 
managers and enthusiasts; and promote the value of public service; 

S. 366, a bill to amend the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 to require 
the Bureau of Land Management to provide a claimant of a small miner waiver from claim 
maintenance fees with a period of 60 days after written receipt of 1 or more defects is 
provided to the claimant by registered mail to cure the 1 or more defects or pay the claim 
maintenance fee, and for other purposes; 

S. 368, to reauthorize the Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act, and for other 
purposes; 
and, 

S. 609, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain Federal 
land in San Juan County, New Mexico, and for other purposes. 

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would 
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be 
included in its entirety in the Committee's printed hearing record. 

Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 20 printed copies of 
your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing. If you have any questions, 
please have your staff contact Meghan Conklin at (202) 224-8046, 
Meghan_conklin@energy.senate.gov, or John Assini at (202) 224-9313, 
john_assini@energy.senate.gov. 

e on Public Lands, 
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July 17, 2013 

On behalf of the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining of the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify 
at the Subcommittee's hearing on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in room SD-366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on several bills, the following which 
pertain to the Department of the Interior: 

S. 37, to sustain the economic development and recreational use of National Forest
System land and other public land in the State of Montana, to add certain land to the National 
Wilderness Preservation System, to release certain wilderness study areas, to designate new areas 
for recreation, and for other purposes; 

S. 343, to provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in Clark County, Nevada,
for the environmental remediation and reclamation of the Three Kids Mine Project Site, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 364, to establish the Rocky Mountain Front Conservation Management Area, to
designate certain Federal land as wilderness, and to improve the management of noxious weeds 
in the Lewis and Clark National Forest, and for other purposes; 

S. 753, to provide for national security benefits for White Sands Missile Range and Fort
Bliss; 

S. 1169, to withdraw and reserve certain public land in the State of Montana for the
Limestone Hills Training Area, and for other purposes; 

S. 1300, to amend the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to provide for the conduct
of stewardship end result contracting projects; 



S. 1309, to withdraw and reserve certain public land under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary of the Interior for military uses, and for other purposes, and; 

H.R. 507, to provide for the conveyance of certain land inholdings owned by the United 
States to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona, and for other purposes. 

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it 
would be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will 
be included in its entirety in the Committee's printed hearing record. 

Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 20 printed copies of 
your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing. If you have any questions, 
please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863, 
David_Brooks@energy.senate.gov, or John Assini at (202) 224-9313, 
john_assini@energy.senate.gov. 

ic Lands, Forests, 
and Mining 
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October 31, 2013 

On behalf of the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining of the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify 
at the Subcommittee's hearing on Wednesday, November 40, 2013, at 3:30 p.m. in room SD-366 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on several bills, the following which 
pertain to the Department of the Interior: 

S. 182, to provide for the unencumbering of title to non-Federal land O'Wned by the city of
Anchorage, Alaska, for purposes of economic development by conveyance of the Federal 
reversion interest to the City; 

S. 483, to designate the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Conservation Area in the
State of California, and for other purposes; 

S. 771, to provide to the Secretary of the Interior a mechanism to cancel contracts for the
sale of materials CA-20139 and CA-22901, and for other purposes; 

S. 841, to designate certain Federal land in the San Juan National Forest in the State of
Colorado as wilderness, and for other purposes; 

S. 1414, to provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in the State of Oregon to
the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians; 

S. 1415, to provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in the State of Oregon to
the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, and; 



S. 1479, to address the forest health, public safety, and wildlife habitat threat 
presented by the risk of wildfire, including catastrophic wildfire, on National Forest 
System land and public land managed by the Bureau of Land Management by requiring the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to expedite forest management 
projects relating to hazardous fuels reduction, forest health, and economic development, 
and for other purposes. 

Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 20 printed 
copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing. If you have 
any questions, please have your staff contact Meghan Conklin at (202) 224-8046, 
Meghan _ Conklin@energy.senate.gov, or John Assini at (202) 224-9313, 
john_assini@energy.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on ublic Lands, 
Forests, and Mining 
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October 31, 2013 

On behalf of the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining of the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify 
at the Subcommittee's hearing on Wednesday, November 40,2013, at 3:30p.m. in room SD-366 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on several bills, the following which 
pertain to the Department of the Interior: 

S. 182, to provide for the unencumbering of title to non-Federal land owned by the city of 
Anchorage, Alaska, for purposes of economic development by conveyance of the Federal 
reversion interest to the City; 

S. 483, to designate the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Conservation Area in the 
State of California, and for other purposes; 

S. 771, to provide to the Secretary of the Interior a mechanism to cancel contracts for the 
sale of materials CA-20139 and CA-22901, and for other purposes; 

S. 841, to designate certain Federal land in the San Juan National Forest in the State of 
Colorado as wilderness, and for other purposes; 

S. 1414, to provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in the State of Oregon to 
the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians; 

S. 1415, to provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in the State of Oregon to 
the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, and; 



S. 1479, to address the forest health, public safety, and wildlife habitat threat 
presented by the risk of wildfire, including catastrophic wildfire, on National Forest 
System land and public land managed by the Bureau of Land Management by requiring the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to expedite forest management 
projects relating to hazardous fuels reduction, forest health, and economic development, 
and for other purposes. 

Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 20 printed 
copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing. If you have 
any questions, please have your staff contact Meghan Conklin at (202) 224-8046, 
Meghan _ Conklin@energy.senate.gov, or John Assini at (202) 224-9313, 
john_assini@energy.senate.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on ublic Lands, 
Forests, and Mining 





















THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Joe Manchin, III 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Manchin: 

SEP 1 2 20Vt 

Thank you for your letter dated August 4, 2014, cosigned by your colleagues, to Secretary 
Vilsack and me, urging the Departments of the Interior and Agriculture to consider the merits of 
the Rivers of the Chesapeake as a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Collaborative 
Landscape Planning (CLP) project and to provide funding in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 budget 
to support landscape level conservation in this area. 

The L WCF is a cornerstone of the President's conservation agenda which emphasizes 
collaborative community-driven efforts and outcome-focused investment to protect and restore 
our national endowment of lands and waters. The L WCF has played a critical role in connecting 
people to the great outdoors for 5 decades and in today' s constrained fiscal climate, L WCF 
projects continue to be sound investments. Through conservation easements, state recreation 
grants, wildlife grants, and Federal acquisitions, L WCF funds create jobs, keep working farmers 
and ranchers on the land, and stimulate local economies. 

Since FY 2013, DOl and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have included a new component in 
the Federal land acquisition program. This component emphasizes collaborative efforts between 
agencies and local communities to develop strategic, outcome-focused, landscape level plans to 
achieve measurable conservation goals. 

The DOl is currently formulating the FY 2016 budget request. Your letter will be included, as a 
letter of support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal. In addition to the CLP, the land 
acquisition program continues the mission-related land acquisition projects that support our 
bureaus' goals in regards to conservation as the core component. The President's FY 2016 
budget for DOl is anticipated to be sent to Congress and released publicly in early 2015. 

Thank you for your continued interest in the Department of the Interior and the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. We look forward to working with you to achieve our shared conservation 
goals. 

Sincerely, 

Sally Jewel ~ 
cc: The Honorable Tom Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Rockefeller: 

SEP 1 2 2014 

Thank you for your letter dated August 4, 2014, cosigned by your colleagues, to Secretary 
Vilsack and me, urging the Departments of the Interior and Agriculture to consider the merits of 
the Rivers of the Chesapeake as a Land and Water Conservation Fund (L WCF) Collaborative 
Landscape Planning (CLP) project and to provide funding in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 budget 
to support landscape level conservation in this area. 

The LWCF is a cornerstone of the President's conservation agenda which emphasizes 
collaborative community-driven efforts and outcome-focused investment to protect and restore 
our national endowment of lands and waters. The L WCF has played a critical role in connecting 
people to the great outdoors for 5 decades and in today' s constrained fiscal climate, L WCF 
projects continue to be sound investments. Through conservation easements, state recreation 
grants, wildlife grants, and Federal acquisitions, L WCF funds create jobs, keep working farmers 
and ranchers on the land, and stimulate local economies. 

Since FY 2013, DOl and the U.S. Department of Agriculture have included a new component in 
the Federal land acquisition program. This component emphasizes collaborative efforts between 
agencies and local communities to develop strategic, outcome-focused, landscape level plans to 
achieve measurable conservation goals. 

The DOl is currently formulating the FY 2016 budget request. Your letter will be included, as a 
letter of support of the Rivers of the Chesapeake proposal. In addition to the CLP, the land 
acquisition program continues the mission-related land acquisition projects that support our 
bureaus' goals in regards to conservation as the core component. The President's FY 2016 
budget for DOl is anticipated to be sent to Congress and released publicly in early 2015. 

Thank you for your continued interest in the Department of the Interior and the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. We look forward to working with you to achieve our shared conservation 
goals. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Tom Vilsack, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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l)ie~Qnorable .Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
U~S. ~~ent of the Interior 
1~49CSt. NW 
W~blngro~ D.C. 20240 

6E. 6~fr]4, 2014 

D~ Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack.: 
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The lfuootat){f,L·t~!Wi~&V·;r 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400.fude~nee Ave~. SW 
WashingtOn, D.C. 20250 

We are ~itilig in strong suppo:rt <?f the Riv~rs of the Chesap~ collaborative proR<Jsal 
to't~ Land and Water Consetv~on Fund (LWCF}~ In May Qf2~"Ptesident0bama declared 
ihe ~heSapeake Bay a, "Nationaltte.suren by Exec®ve Order 13508. making the Chesapeake 
~yand itS tributaries an?espeeialfy worthy selection as one of the·coU~botative conservation 
focAl areas ofthe tWCFilltheFY:16Presidcmesbudget. 

As tfi~U,s. Senators, representing til¢. S!at~ enoompassingthe proposal ~a, we 
c~ the ex~Qna} woit:heing qone by :a variety of federal. ag~es within tht;:. 
Chesapeake ]lay wat~.io rest(jre and PfQtei;t this extraordhwy natUral resmtrce; For nearly 
30 y~ fe4etal ~encies,: tribes, six sl;ate5,.10cal gov~entS and S®te$ Qfland trusts and river 
~ Wa.tershed prQt~~on organi~~Qps across titt}<Chesapeate ~v:e ~~~tatedin an effort to 
protect and·~ tlie:Chesapeake Bay. While great progr~ .. ~been achieved. there .is still 
mucb,.W be don<t tQ.re8tore water.qU<Jity~ revive an~ ~~n naturall~s~ protect cultUral 
resources ~ fui.se.vere~ ii't water at®S. ,ariel OUtdoor. fW:eatlQ~ The need t() take effective; 
c.ollawllttiVe action <J'J,l!llartdscape s~ is recognized l;)y~rilember$ qfCongress and the 
agencies, thetl1Sel~ 

Executive ()fdy #JJSJJ8 .. 'Stra,tegyfor Pf'f)te~tl;itglilid Kestcrrihg the· Che$0fJ8a/ie B.ay 
WatersherJ.~tt. calls f<Wacti~ that inclmre Protecting an additit:mat 2 million ~~res of land; 
adding 300 pubtic(leC~s~si~resfuring .large .3fta$.of wetlands and rimuian forests; restoring 
~tabs. oy~~ct1edand endangered s~jes •. );)~kducb. ~ othet migratory birds in 
dt<;l~~-~other wildlife 8peeies; and ~i~vil\g tna,ior y4t~ pf:lliution ~uctif:lns. all by 2025. 
F~ore,t onJ:~·t(Jtll,·the .sbt Chesapeake w~Jted states, thef;>~ct of:Cotumbia;. and the 
Federal gov~Uif!neda n¢wC~ J3ay Wa~ Agteement. reempl.ulsizing the 
two mill$9n:aere~Whlle access gQ~S.~ In otder:.to~vaU.Ce·tbeseg~s~ tb.e EXecutiVe Order 
$trU/e~re~ljcitly~tts:tor itre~irtgLWCF·alJ~t>ntor ~wat~ ~ 
that~be:Ievag~Wi~ ~~ lQC«d, pijvate, md tlQll·pU>fitinvestment, The Rivers ofthe 
c~ttht-~W¢Fptoposat would provide ~ti~f~,tes(>urcu.•~eeded:to ~ht~vc these 
impo~( ~t()riS{ . 



The six fOcus areas in this proposal are linkOO. by the Cap~n John Smith Chesapeake 
National Historic Trail and m~ltiple ~rica's Great Outdoors (AGO) projects, including the 
John Smi~ WatertraU, Chesapeake Oatewa.ys, and the Susquehanna Gateway National Heritage: 

~. · · Conse. rv. ··atl .. ·on prio. riti. • ·es are. re.tl~ted ~.· n tnan,agement plans .. ·developed for wi~ti·£· e refuges, 
national parks, and fa~ the Chesapeake Bl\y puolic access plan; military base b . er 
programs; and state and non-governmental organization projects~ 

Funding the Rivers of the Chesapea/ce proposal in the FY16 budget would result in 
collaborative oo~r:vatio.n actions to protectitnportantwetlands, riparian fon:sts., American 
Indian sites, CiVil Wat battlegrountis~ wildlifeJmbit.at, an<,l scenic and histori(tviews, totaling 
approximately 9,00Q acres, and adding 15 llew publie access site locations. Land and Water 
Conservation Fund monies would allow Chesapeake cons~ation partners to make substantial 
strides toward shared goats, an<l all9w feqe@! .agencies tq accotl1Plish far mote in partnership 
with others than ~Y could ·alone and would be: a step toward fulfilling$0me of the, commitments. 
outlined in the 'Execurive Order Strategy and recentCh~e Bay Watershed Agreement 

We urge you to incllJ(IeRivefs oft~ Chesapeake collaborative in.the FYl6 budg~. 
Thank you for y,aur consideration of this i~portant matter. 

~~ ~:JD~ 
United States senator. United States ~nator 

~~ 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States.Senator 

l}z(_-t. ~ 4.}~ 
·MarkWamer 
u ··-A s' senator nt~.·~$. · .... ·· ... 
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Christopher A c · . 
United s . . . oons 

. tates Senator 
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Ms. Janice Schneider 
Assistant Secretary Nominee 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW -M.S. 6038 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Schneider: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 8, 2014 

We are writing in regards to your nomination to be Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals 
Management at the Department of the Interior (DOl). 

On December 20,2013, the Inspector Genera] issued a report detailing how the Office of Surface 
Mining (OSM) ordered subcontractors to change the method by which they had estimated job 
losses expected to result from OSM's proposed stream rule. The report raises many troubling 
questions about the integrity of OSM's rulemaking process. If confirmed, you will oversee OSM. 
We, therefore, believe it is appropriate that you read the report and address our concerns about 
issues raised by the Inspector General before the Committee acts on your nomination. 

We are especially concerned with OSM's decision to reverse its position on how to estimate job 
losses expected to result from its proposed stream rule. In 2010, OSM directed subcontractors to 
estimate job losses that would take place if OSM replaced a 1983 stream rule with the proposed 
stream rule. However, once the subcontractors estimated that 7,000 jobs would be lost as a result 
of the new rule and the media reported this figure to the public, OSM ordered the subcontractors 
to estimate job losses by assuming the proposed stream rule would replace a 2008 stream rule--a 
rule which was more stringent than the 1983 stream rule, but one that OSM had already tried to 
withdraw and which had not taken effect in any state other than Tennessee and Washington.* 

We find OSM's actions to be highly disturbing. The report shows that political appointees at 
OSM ordered career staff and the subcontractors to change the method for estimating job losses 
largely for political purposes- specifically, to lower the job loss estimates which embarrassed 
the Administration. As you know, the rulemaking process must inform the public about the costs 
and benefits of an agency's proposed regulations. Neither OSM nor any other agency should rig 
the method by which costs and benefits are estimated in order to achieve a politically desired 
outcome. Such actions violate Federal law and must not be allowed to take place. 

OSM should abide by its original position on how to estimate job losses expected to result from 
its proposed stream rule and we will only be able to support a nominee who shares this view. 
Specifically, we will need your commitment that, if confirmed, you will direct OSM and any 
contractors to estimate job losses by acknowledging that the proposed stream rule would replace 
the 1983 stream rule-not the 2008 stream rule--in states other than Tennessee and Washington. 
We also need your commitment that agencies under your oversight will estimate job losses from 



any ongoing or future rulemakings by assessing the impacts that would take place if the new rule 
replaced a rule currently-not hypothetically-in effect. We believe our requests are reasonable 
and, if granted, will only help to restore the public's confidence in DOl's rulemaking process. 

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to your prompt response. 

·~ 
John Barrasso, M.D. 
United States Senator 

~fkj;;o;;"'-
Rob Portman 
United States Senator 

*The 2008 stream rule also applies to Indian lands. 

~~-i:L 
United States Senator 



MARYL. LANDRIEU 
LOUISIANA 

The Honorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 
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July 31, 2014 
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As Senators committed to a comprehensive domestic energy strategy, we are pleased that 
the Department of the Interior has begun its preparation of the new Five Year Outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2017-2022 with the recent release of the Request 
for Information and ask that the Department proceed with a broad plan. This Program occurs at a 
critical time as our nation continues to advance as an energy superpower. A robust Five Year 
OCS Program is a key component of the administration's all-of-the-above energy strategy and 
will continue to advance the U.S. economy and our energy security. 

The U.S. energy renaissance is radically changing our energy picture and advancements 
in technology have reversed our nation's energy paradigm from one of scarcity to abundance. 
As noted in the President's May 2014 all-of-the-above energy strategy, increased oil and natural 
gas production is a boost to the U.S. economy and is a significant contributor to American job 
creation, the shrinking trade deficit and increased government revenues. Our energy picture 
must have a long-term view and in addition to the growth in onshore development that vision 
must include a robust offshore leasing and development plan. 

As such, we ask that the Department �eep the 2017-2022 Five Year Program very broad 
and include areas that the administration and industry are on record as indicating will provide 
new information and data to help inform decisions. We believe the Department should move 
forward with a Five Year Program that continues to lease currently open areas but also allows for 
the consideration of exploration for all areas with reasonable potential for future resource 
development. We know from experience in the Gulf of Mexico that these unexplored areas very 
likely hold much more potential than outdated resource estimates suggest. As you have testified 
several times before Congress, it will be important to keep the Program broad so that new 
information can be gathered and informed decisions can be made. 

There is strong bipartisan support from members of Congress, governors, state 
legislators, local leaders and the general public for allowing oil and natural gas development in 
more areas of the U.S. OCS. Areas that have not seen the direct benefits of offshore 
development are anxious to reap them. Offshore energy production must play a key role as we 
continue down the path as an energy superpower creating more American jobs, providing much
needed federal and local government revenue, and enhancing our nation's energy security. 



Robust offshore energy development should also provide equitable distribution of 
revenues to states supporting that production, especially those who currently do not benefit from 
revenue sharing and royalty payments, which will allow for much needed coastal protection and 
resiliency efforts and for necessary related infrastructure investments. These investments, are 
vital to the continued productivity of the Federal OCS, as it is the states along the coast who 
house the workers, the resupply ports and the pipeline networks needed to produce this energy, 
whether traditional or renewable, and move it to market. With over $7 billion sent each year to 
the Federal treasury and billions more expected, it is both fair and forward thinking to use a 
portion of these revenues to support the coastal states who host this energy production for our 
country. 

As you consider areas to include in the 2017-2022 Draft Proposed Program, we note that 
the administration and the Department of the Interior have made considerable changes to the 
structure and regulations that govern offshore energy development to enhance safety. The 
industry has also stepped up with the development of best practices and technologies focused on 
the areas of spill prevention, containment, and recovery. We are confident that these changes 
will allow offshore exploration and development to proceed in an environmentally responsible 
way. 

We appreciate the opportunity to engage in the early stages of the 2017-2022 OCS Five 
Year Program planning process and look forward to working with you on this important 
proposal. We are at a critical time in developing our energy policy, and decisions we make 
today will have an impact on future U.S. oil and natural gas production. We feel that it is 
important that we are forward thinking in our energy development planning and that we do not 
prohibited via regulation the future development of potential energy assets. We hope the 
Administration will take steps to continue to grow the U.S. into an energy superpower not only 
for the next decade, but for decades to come. 

~~~ 
/)I(.,J_ ~ 4)~ ~&'_~ 
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