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INVASIVE SPECIES ADVISORY COMMI'ITEE

MEMBER’S ORGANIZATIONAL UPDATE
March 6-8, 2023 Virtual Meeting

MEMBER’S NAME
Lizbeth Seebacher

ORGANIZATION
Washington State Department of Ecology and the Pacific Northwest Invasive Plant Council

CONTACT E-MAIL / ORGANIZATION URL

Isee461@ecy.wa.gov and lizbetha@uw.edu / https://ecology.wa.gov and https://www.pnw-ipc.org

ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTION

Washington State Department of Ecology (DOE) - State regulatory agency

Pacific Northwest Invasive Plant Council (PNW IPC) - non-profit organization focusing on an Early Detection
Rapid Response (EDRR) program using trained citizen scientist to survey for priority invasive plants

PRIORITIES / ACTIVITIES FOR FY2023

WA DOE -
1) The Aquatic Plant Specialist and | will be working on surveying waterbodies around Washington State for
emergent and aquatic invasive plants species that have been neglected during the pandemic.

2) We are focusing on several emergent or aquatic species which are Class A and Class B Noxious Weeds in
WA state. The lakes/water bodies with these species will be placed on a priority list where DOE will work with
local partners to work on eradication of these species. The species that are priorities at this time are: Butomus
umbellatus (flowering rush), Egeria densa (Brazilian elodea) and Myriophyllum heterophyllum (Variable leaf
milfoil).

3) We are also focusing on a new discovery of a hybrid milfoil in Clark County (just north of the OR border) of
variable leaf milfoil and our native milfoil (Myriophyllum sibiricum). We are working with the county on
determining the extent of the infestation and gathering more data on the genetics of the hybrid.

PNW IPC -

1) The PNW IPC offers an EDRR program where we provide 8-10 trainings a year for citizen scientists. We
train the attendees on general invasive species biology, how to identify priority species and how to report the
surveys to EDDMapS through the PNW IPC group.

2) We are partnering with several US Forest Service districts in WA and OR state as well as state and county
organizations. We ask the land owners/managers for priority species and trails/areas for our trained citizen
scientist to survey.

3) We hope to offer ~10 trainings this year and increase our partnerships with local land managers. Our
priorities are to increase the number of surveys and acreage surveyed for invasive plants with the goal of
finding, reporting and eradicating all new infestations of priority invasive plant species.
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