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	Member Name: Chuck Bargeron
	Member Organization: University of Georgia - Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health
	Contact E-mail / Organization URL: cbargero@uga.edu / www.bugwood.org
	Organization Description: The University of Georgia - Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health serves a lead role in development, consolidation and dissemination of information and programs focused on invasive species, forest health, and natural and agricultural management through technology development, program implementation, training, applied research and public awareness at the state, regional, national and international levels.
	Priorities / Activities For FY 2023: EDDMapS - Invasive Species and Pest Mapping and ReportingEDDMapS is a web-based mapping system for documenting invasive species and pest distribution. It is fast, easy to use, and doesn't require Geographic Information Systems experience. Launched in 2005, it was originally designed as a tool for state Invasive Plant Councils to develop more complete distribution data of invasive species. Since then, the program has expanded to include the entire US and Canada as well as to document certain native pest species.  EDDMapS' goal is to maximize the effectiveness and accessibility of the immense numbers of invasive species and pest observations recorded each year. As of February 2023, EDDMapS has over 7.5 million records.  EDDMapS aggregates data from other databases and organizations as well as volunteer observations to create a national network of invasive species and pest distribution data that is shared with educators, land managers, conservation biologists, and beyond. This data will become the foundation for a better understanding of invasive species and pest distribution around the world.Wild Spotter - Mapping Invasives in America's Wild PlacesWild Spotter is a program to build citizen science volunteer capacity to protect America's wild places from harmful invasive plants, vertebrates, invertebrates, microbes, algae, and fungi that outcompete our nation's native species and threaten the biodiversity and health of every aquatic and terrestrial ecosystem.  Wild Spotter helps you identify, map, and report invasive species found in your favorite wild places.  Wild Spotter is a partnership between the University of Georgia, USDA Forest Service and Wildlife Forever.  It is available for all National Forest and Grasslands, and is looking at ways to expand to all public lands.


