
 
Federal Subsistence Board 

Meeting Advisory 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service             Forest Service 
Bureau of Land Management 
National Park Service 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

1011 East Tudor Road MS-121 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-6199 • subsistence@fws.gov • (800) 478-1456 / (907) 786-3888  
This document has been cleared for public release #3008162023. 

 

 

For Immediate Release:     Contact: Kayla McKinney 
August 16, 2023      (907) 786-3880 or (800) 478-1456 

kayla_mckinney@fws.gov 
 

Public Hearing Announced for Wildlife Special Action Requests  
Regarding Nelchina Caribou Herd Winter Season Hunt Closure to 

All Users in Units 11, 12, and 13 
 

Corrected to add unit 12 to second paragraph and to adjust winter hunt season. 
 
The Federal Subsistence Board is holding a public hearing August 31 to provide the opportunity 
for the public to comment on two temporary special action requests, WSA23-02 and WSA23-04, 
impacting the Nelchina Caribou Herd winter hunt. 
 
Temporary Wildlife Special Action Request WSA23-02, submitted by the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, requests that the Federal Subsistence Board (Board) close hunting of the 
Nelchina caribou herd to all users in Units 12 and 13 for the winter hunt season 2023—2024, due 
to conservation concerns.  Temporary Wildlife Special Action Request WSA23-04, submitted by 
the Alaska Board of Game, subsequently requests that the Board further expand the Nelchina 
caribou herd winter hunt closure to include Units 11, 12, and 13 due to conservation concerns. 
 
The above requests follow recent Board action on emergency Wildlife Special Actions Requests 
WSA23-01 and WSA23-03, which closed hunting of Nelchina caribou for the fall 2023 season in 
Unit 13. The Board approved WSA23-01/03, recognizing that conservation concerns warrant a 
closure to all users for the fall 2023 season.  The most recent population information shows the 
Nelchina Caribou Herd is in serious decline. 
 
A public hearing to receive testimony on WSA23-02/04 is scheduled as follows: 

 
August 31, 2023, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  (Or until conclusion of public comments) 
Teleconference: 1-833-436-1163 Conference ID: 186 771 49# 

 
To participate via teleconference, call the toll-free telephone number provided above.  When 
prompted, enter the conference ID.  
 
Comments received during the public hearing will be forwarded to the Board for consideration 
when it meets to act on WSA23-02/04 at a to be announced date in October 2023. Further 
information on the upcoming Board meeting will be provided through news releases, radio and 



   
 

   
 

newspaper ads, the program webpage (https://www.doi.gov/subsistence/board), and social 
media.  
 
Members of the public may also provide oral or written comments on WSA23-02/04 to the 
affected Subsistence Regional Advisory Councils (Councils) during their fall 2023 meetings.  
The Southcentral Council will meet October 3-4, 2023, in Kenai, and the Eastern Interior 
Council will meet October 4-5, 2023, in Arctic Village. For more information on how to 
participate in these Council meetings in-person or via teleconference, visit 
www.doi.gov/subsistence/regions to view Council meetings information and materials. 
 
Additional information on the Federal Subsistence Management Program may be found on the web 
at www.doi.gov/subsistence or by visiting www.facebook.com/subsistencealaska. 

Missing out on the latest Federal subsistence issues? If you’d like to receive emails and 
notifications on the Federal Subsistence Management Program, you may subscribe for regular 
updates by emailing fws-fsb-subsistence-request@lists.fws.gov. 
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